




17.4:  Thin Film Interference



Two detours:




 Index of refraction (see section 17.1).  Light slows down when it passes through a medium.
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This is similar to what we saw with wares on a rope



Consider a thin film e.g oil ontop of water
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How do reflected waves and combine

There are two factors to consider
optical path length difference
phasechangesupon reflection
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